
February 2022 

THE CATALYST 
SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COALITION MONTHLY ACTIVITIES UPDATE 

 
NEXT MEETING:  TBD per COVID-19 regulations; tentatively planned for 7 PM on 3/10/22 at Jennings Environ-
mental Education Center.  Pizza/pop return; social distancing will be followed. Jan/Feb. meetings cancelled.  

Join in the 2022 Great Backyard Bird Count! 
 

February 18-21 
 

Do you love birds?  Is it fun for you to look out your window and see a bright red cardinal or a cute little 
chickadee in the snowy winter landscape?  Consider joining in the 2022 Great Backyard Bird Count!  This 
annual event has been happening for 24 years, and anyone can participate!   
 
Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society, the Great Backyard Bird 
Count (GBBC) was the first online citizen-science project (also referred to as community science) to collect 
data on wild birds and to display results in near real time.  The GBBC is a free, fun, and easy event that en-
gages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations.  
 
Interested in participating?  There are 3 easy steps:  
 
Step 1 – Decide where you will watch birds. 

Step 2 – Watch birds for 15 minutes or more, at least once over the four days, February 18-21, 2022. 

Step 3 – Count all the birds you see or hear within your planned time/location and use the best tool for shar-
ing your bird sightings: If you are a beginning bird admirer and new to the count, try using the Merlin Bird ID 
app.  If you have participated in the count before, try eBird Mobile app or enter your bird list on the eBird 
website (desktop/laptop).  If you are participating as a group, see instructions on the official GBBC web site 
(https://www.birdcount.org/participate/) for group counting.  All 3 bird-sharing tools are explained in detail on 
the web site. 

A free webinar is being offered on February 16 at 2 PM where participants can join experts to brush up on 
bird ID, unlock the mystery of bird songs, and practice counting birds no matter how large the flock or busy 
the feeder. This webinar is designed for birders of all ages and experience with the goal of participants leav-
ing confident and ready to be part of the GBBC!  

The count can help conservationists detect long-term trends in bird populations. Some species, including 
explode in populations in certain years, a phenomenon known as irruption. Other species change migration 
paths or dates due to weather.  

Participation is growing as a love and respect for birds also rises.  2021 was a record year for the event, with 
the following data collected:  

 6,436 species of birds identified 
 190 participating countries 
 379,726 eBird checklists 
 479,842 Merlin Bird IDs 
 151,393 photos added to Macaulay Library 
  300,000+ estimated global participants 
 

2022 may be another record-setting year for the event!  Consider joining in the GBBC this February!   
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Dale Margus, Jennings Environ-
mental Education Center, break-
ing through 10” of ice on the 
channel wetland of the passive 
treatment system so that ma-
croinvertebrates could be collect-
ed for a program.  

Cherry Pie Hike to Commemorate Washington’s Birthday 
 

You can hike through history, stroll through nature, and enjoy some cherry pie on Saturday, Feb. 26, in hon-
or of George Washington’s birthday, and his 1753 journey through the region. 
 
It all happens at Jennings Environmental Education Center, a Pennsylvania State Park at 2951 Prospect 
Road (Pa. 528) Slippery Rock 16057, just south of Pa. 8. Hikers will meet reenactors portraying Washington 
and his guide Christopher Gist, as well as the American Indian the two encountered in the western Pennsyl-
vania woods in 1753. Echoing through trees that morning will be the reenactment of the gunshot that could 
have ended Washington's life when he was just 21. The annual commemoration is sponsored by Washing-
ton’s Trail 1753, the Butler Chapter of the North Country Trail Association, Historic Harmony, Butler County 
Tourism and Convention Bureau, North Country Brewing, and Jennings Environmental Education Center.  
 
Visitors can choose from 10 guided hikes and walks. All are limited in size, so hikers must make a reserva-
tion by February 20th to secure a hiking spot.  To reserve a hiking spot, go to events.dcnr.pa.gov, then 
search “Cherry Pie”. This will take you to the page to reserve hike times. There is a $3 per person cash do-
nation, collected at the park, to partake in one of the guided hikes and the cherry pie. 
 
To learn about the history surrounding Washington’s 1753 mission, hikers can sign up for a half-hour “history 
hike” that includes the reenactment of the attempt on Washington’s life that happened on Dec. 27, 1753 near 
today’s Evans City.  Washington and Gist had spent the night of Dec. 26 camped in the snow somewhere 
close by the Jennings site. There are six history hikes, the first one at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Nature lovers can learn more about the Jennings prairie and other park features by signing up for a 75-
minute “nature walk”.  These walks are at 9 and 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  And for those who want more exercise, 
there is a 7-mile ”long hike” led by members of the Butler Chapter of North Country Trail Association. It starts 
at 9 a.m. at the Lake Arthur boat launch under the PA 528 bridge and uses a trail that joins Moraine State 
Park and the Jennings Environmental Education Center.   
 
The day’s festivities honor the 290th birthday of the first president. Washington was just 21 when he volun-
teered to deliver an ultimatum from Virginia's lieutenant governor that French forces withdraw from British-
claimed territory west of the Alleghenies. The French, building a line of forts south from Lake Erie, declined, 
demanding instead that the British stay out of New France. Washington’s adventure led within months to the 
outbreak of the French and Indian War. His mission also included two incidents that might have killed him 
decades before he would command Colonial forces against Britain in the Revolutionary War and become the 
new nation’s president.  



The KIDS Catalyst 
SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COALITION FUN ACTIVITY 

 

Name ____________________ Age ___ Parent email address: __________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

In honor of Valentine’s Day, we’ve provided 3 bookmarks for you to color, each with a baby animal and its mother!  
A fun fact is given at the bottom of each bookmark, and you get to color the top!  Keep them for yourself, or share 
with a family member or friend!  If you send one to us, we’ll give you a $1 Amazon credit through a parent’s email 
address!  We wish you a very Happy Valentine’s Day filled with love and fun memories.   

 

 
 

 

Valentine’s Animals Bookmarks to Color 

 

 

An elephant’s trunk weighs 
400 pounds, yet can pick up 
something so tiny as a single 
grain of rice! 

A rabbit’s ears can rotate as 
much as an owl’s neck can:  
270 degrees, almost a full 
circle!  

Dolphins have 2 stomachs, 
1 for digestion and the other 
for storing food. 
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February SRWC Cancelled 
 

March Meeting Might Be Held 
 

The February meeting of the SRWC has been cancelled.  We are hopeful to hold a March meeting.  New 
folks are always welcome to join in!  Free pizza and soda for all!  We’ll be sharing updates and future ideas 
for the Slippery Rock Creek Watershed.  Our next meeting is tentatively planned for Thursday, March 10 at 
7 PM.  Meetings always take place the second Thursday of each month, and are held at the Jennings Envi-
ronmental Education Center, 2951 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA 16057.  


