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THE CATALYST  
SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COALITION MONTHLY ACTIVITIE S UPDATE 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Thursday February 8 @ 7:00 PM, Jennings Environmental Education Center,  
Pizza and Pop will be provided!!  1/11/01 meeting a ttendance:   L. Ansell, F. Brenner, S. Busler, 
C. Cooper, T. Danehy, C. Denholm, M. Dunn, D. Johns on, V. Kefeli,  W. Taylor, and B. Beran.  

 Reclamation Projects Completed  
• De Sale Restoration Area Phase I (June) - 8 Acres of Abandoned Minelands Restored 
• Goff Station Gob Pile Removal (June) - Over 60,000 cubic yards of coal refuse removed and neutralized 
 

 Conferences Attended (Presentations Given)  
$ Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration Annual Meeting - Salt Lake City, UT, 2/28-3/1 (Receive award) 
$ Amer. Inst. of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers Annual Mtg.- Nashville, TN, 3/12-3/14 (Receive award) 
$ West Virginia Surface Mine Drainage Task Force Symposium Annual Meeting - Morgantown, WV, 4/4-4/5 (Poster ) 
$ American Society for Surface Mining and Reclamation Annual Meeting - Tampa, FL, 6/11-6/15 (2 professional papers - 1 by 

Darcy Peart at the tender age of 18!!, 3 posters - related to work completed at Jennings Env. Ed. Center 
$ Harrisville Community Days - Harrisville, PA, 7/1 (Poster Presentation) 
$ International Diatom Symposium - Athens, Greece (Presentation) 
$ PA Watershed Conference: Restoration and Protection - State College, PA 10/12-10/13 (Oral /Poster Presentation) 
$ 2nd Annual Southwest Watershed Workshop - University of Pittsburgh, Greensburg, PA, 10/21 (Presentation given) 
$ Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board - Harrisburg, PA, 10/26 (Presentation) 
$ 8th Annual Monastery Run Project Symposium - Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA, 11/16   
 

 Public Outreach/Volunteer Activities  
$ Scrubgrass Power Plant Reclamation Site Tour - Numerous sites within watershed, 3/30 
$ Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition Annual Symposium - Jennings Env. Ed. Center, Slippery Rock, PA, 4/6 -4/7  
$ Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition Annual Get-Together - Epiphany Catholic Church, Boyers, PA, 4/12 
$ Earth Day Tree Planting - Quality Aggregates Princeton Limestone Quarry, Princeton, PA, 4/29 
$ Testimony to House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources by Margaret H. Dunn - Washington, D.C.,5/17        
$ De Sale Restoration Area - Phase I Wetland Planting - De Sale, PA, 6/3   
$ Site Visit of De Sale Phase I & II, Goff Station, and Jennings - Visited by Robert Narin, PhD., Oklahoma Univ., 8/15 
$ Field Tour-De Sale Phase I & II, Goff Station, & Jennings- USGS, Australian Professors/Researchers & others attended, 8/24 
$ Local Television Interview - De Sale Restoration Area - Phase I, Aired on local cable channel 10 
$ De Sale Restoration Area - Phase II Wetland Planting - De Sale, PA, 10/2 
$ Science Presentation - Evangel Heights Christian Academy, Science classes learn first hand about impacts of AMD and     

current restoration efforts, Sarver, PA, 10/5 
$ Butler County Annual Farm Tour - Approx. 400 people visited  De Sale Restoration Site, De Sale, PA,10/7  
$ Girl Scout Wetland Planting - Goff Station Restoration Project - Goff Station, PA, 10/20-10/21  
$ Stream Releaf Tour - De Sale and Goff Station Restoration Areas, 11/9  

Recognition Received  
$ Army Corps Recognize PA DEP, Knox District Mining Office - AInteragency cooperation, partnership, and environmental    

contribution@ (For their work in Elk County, PA) 
$ Environmental Conservation Distinguished Service Award - Margaret H. Dunn, PG - Presented by American Institute of     

Mining, Metallurgical and Petroleum Engineers 
$ Volunteer Group Award - Jennings Env. Ed. Center - Presented by Butler County Parks and Recreation Society 
$ Letter of Congratulations from Tom Ridge, Govenor - Margaret H. Dunn - Presented by Robert C. Dolence, Dept. Secretary 

for Mineral Resources Management 
$ TriBeta Competition Recognition of Kim Kosick, Grove City College - Presented by Beta Beta Beta honorary fraternity 
$ Governors Award for Environmental Excellence - Jennings Env. Ed. Center - Presented on behalf of Governor Tom Ridge by 

James Seif, Secretary and Robert Barkanic, Deputy Secretary for Pollution, Prevention and Compliance Assistance, PA DEP 

Site Flow 
(avg. gpm) 

Tons of Pollutant Removed Per Year 
Acidity                             Metals 

De Sale Phase I 34 25 6 
De Sale Phase II 34 21 3 

Goff Station (ST38 & ST39) 164 34 4 

Total 232 80 13 

YEAR 2000 IN REVIEW -  WHAT A YEAR IT WAS!!!!!  
 

Abandoned Mine Drainage Projects Completed  



6th Annual Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition Sympos ium!!!!!!  
The 6th Annual Symposium will be held on Thursday, April 5  and Friday, April 6  at the Jennings Environmental Education Cen-
ter.  The date for the Get-Together at the Epiphany Church in Boyers, PA is scheduled for Wednesday May 9.  
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JENNINGS RECEIVES GOVERNOR’S AWARD!!!!!!!!  
Jennings Environmental Education Center received the Governor’s Award 
for Environmental Excellence in the category of Education and Outreach.  
On behalf of the center, Will Taylor and Dave Johnson accepted the 
award. Pictured above are Will Taylor, Tanya Rucosky, Dave Johnson, 
Senator Mary Jo White, Darcy Peart, Cindy Shirley, Margaret Dunn, 
Tim Danehy, and Shaun Busler.   The following article is from the         
December 24, 2000 issue of the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.    
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THE KIDSKIDSKIDSKIDS CATALYST  
SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COALITION FUN ACTIVITIES  

Coal is just one of the natural resources within many watersheds.  By using these resources wisely we can help 
protect our watersheds from being impacted.  Learn more about coal and why we use it on the back page.  We 
hope you have fun with the word search below!!! 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the coloring contest!!!  If you haven’t sent your coloring in to us yet, it is 
not too late!!!  Send it to the Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition at 3016 Unionville Road, Cranberry Twp., PA  
16066.  For more information or hands on learning call us at (724) 776-0161. 
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How Coal Formed and Why We Use It  
 

Coal , oil , and natural gas are fossil fuels .  Fossil fuels formed from dead plants and animals that were buried a long 
time ago beneath tons of rock and soil .  The heat  and pressure  created by the rock and soil slowly turned the dead 
plants and animals into these fossil fuels.  Coal formed mostly  from the dead plants that collected at the bottom of 
swamps  and bogs . It took about 10 feet of dead plant material to make 1 foot of coal. 
 
Coal is mainly used for heating, making electricity , and making steel .  60% of the electricity used in Pennsylvania  is 
made by burning coal.  Coal is burned to make steam  which turns turbines which makes electricity.  
 
Coal can also be baked in hot furnaces to make coke . This coke is used to make iron from iron ore which is needed 
to make steel for bridges , buildings  and automobiles . 
 
The United States mines 1,100,000,000 tons or 1.1 billion tons of coal per year. That is about 1/5 of all the coal mined 
in the world. 


