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THE CATALYST  
SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COALITION MONTHLY ACTIVITIE S UPDATE 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Thursday November 9 @ 7:00 PM, Jennings Environmental Education Center,  
Pizza and Pop will be provided!!  10/12/00 meeting attendance:  J. Allen, L. Ansell, J. Belgredan, B. 
Beran, F. Brenner, M. Busler, S. Busler, C. Cooper,  T. Danehy, D. DeNicola, M. Dunn, D. Johnson, V. 
Kefeli, J. Reidenbaugh, and W. Taylor.  

WORK BEGINS ON SR89!!!  
 

Reclamation at SR89, located on State Game Lands 95, 
has begun with the drilling of piezometers by McKay and 
Gould Drilling Co.  SR89 (pictured on the right) contributes 
over 131 lbs/day of acidity, which is approximately 79 per-
cent of the total acid loading to the Hilliards Branch of Slip-
pery Rock Creek, and 36 lbs/day of metals.  A forebay, two 
Vertical Flow Ponds, sediment pond, and an acre wetland 
are proposed in order to treat the degraded drainage.  Once 
completed, the passive system will make significant im-
provements to a two mile section of the Hilliards Branch of 
Slippery Rock Creek. 

SLIPPERY ROCK WATERSHED COAL ASH TOUR  
Representatives from numerous organizations including US EPA, PA DEP, Association of Inde-
pendent Power Producers, Penn State University, Off ice of Surface Mining, Earthtech, and 
Amerikohl Mining, Inc. toured sites within the Slippery Rock Watershed reclaimed through the 
beneficial use of circulating fluidized-bed coal ash.  Todd Lawton , Scrubgrass Generating Plant , 
was involved in the organization of the tour, which included De Sale Phase I, Abel-Dreshman, and 
Sunbeam Tipple.  Circulating, fluidized-bed coal ash is an alkaline amendment commonly used in 
the reclamation of abandoned minelands.  The use of coal ash has helped reclaim about 100 acres 
in the Slippery Rock Watershed and improve water quality.  Participants in the Slippery Rock Water-
shed Coalition provided specific site information and very much appreciated the state wide and na-
tional interest in our restoration efforts.   
 

COMING NEXT MONTH: Coalition participates in numerous meetings and c onferences relat-
ing to watershed restoration and Girl Scouts plant wetlands at Goff Station.  

DCNR Award Given to Coalition and Jennings!  
The Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition  and the Jennings Environmental Education Center  
were recognized by the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources  as one of the 
community partnerships in the state that exemplify successful efforts with partners to work toward 
improvements in state parks and forests. 
 
The award was showcased by Geralyn Umstead , DCNR Director of Community Relations at the 
DCNR managers conference in State College.  DCNR Secretary, John Oliver  stated at the presen-
tation, "I believe very strongly in recognizing new and creative ideas in our ongoing bid to build com-
munity partnerships."  
 
This coalition effort has brought many diverse partners from government, the private sector, and the 
community together to make this outstanding collaboration one of the most innovative and promising 
environmental partnerships in Pennsylvania. 



Thanks to The William & Frances Aloe Charitable Foundation, Amerikohl Mining, Inc., Quality Aggregates Inc., and Allegheny Mineral Corporation for their support.  For 
more information contact:  Slippery Rock Watershed Coalition, c/o Stream Restoration Incorporated (PA non-profit), 3016 Unionville Road, Cranberry Twp., PA 16066, (724)
776-0161, fax (724)776-0166, sri@salsgiver.com, www.srwc.org.  November Distribution: 572 copies 

 
SCIENCE PRESENTATION GIVEN AT EHCA AND JENNINGS  

Shaun Busler presented a lesson on wetlands and abandoned mine drainage to about 30 students 
in Melissa Busler’s science classes at Evangel Heights Christian Academy, Sarver, PA.  Having an 
“in” with the teacher, Shaun received permission to teach about important environmental issues in 
preparation for a field trip to Jennings Environmental Education Center, where Will Taylor, Program 
Coordinator, provided hands-on experiences applying concepts discussed in class.  Despite near 
constant rain and occasional downpours, the students were able to analyze the health of a stream 
and examine abandoned mine drainage treated by several passive systems.  Mrs. Getch, Principal, 
ECHA, and the Buslers thoroughly enjoyed the program while chaperoning and getting wet.   
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